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CKIKPh lAohilOIi, 

^□iiraviA, 

April 


&lr. 

iith reference to previous carreerindenoe end in 
with an unnumbered deff patch addressed to you whilst I 
was on 1® .v® in November last, (last despatch from 
Monrovia ;io,lQ4 of July P6th last J prelative to the 

purvey of' tl e Franoo-i Iberian boundary 9 X have th® 
honour to report tl at little or nothing hap been dona 
town^-dp ti e completion of the tank for the last three 
p month#, 

It. Ip fair to Pav tint this Ip not the 
f ault if the f*urv^or t l£r Dsvep ,*# ha was anxious to 
proceed wit! the work t but had to obey order# to turn 
Up energies in the direction of road construction. 

Immediately prior to this he hRO o#®n at work on the 

nrw lift! t. house et fine#, The exoupes and explanet ions 

offered fir the constant interrupt tone in tlile boundary 

^urrey w ^rk vary v but all thee® variation on the pot# 

them® (— lack of Instruments; or absence of the a#*istt.irt 

surveyor ; or bad weather .etc) - reaUy go back to tl e basail 

cause,nan#ly the unwillingness of the French to i^ect 

tt e boundary Purveyor or to recognise hie finding®. 

i*ib*rlnne feel t? at tire while undert aking la futile in 

! Ip He testy *p Principal the 

Pecrelsry if ft ate 

for Foreign Affairs, 
etc*| etc, | ©to*| 

Foreign Office, 

London t f ,'.#,1, 







t) e fnoe of French ^sSFlve resistance* ,and t fir 
Wish to utilise Mr Laves on teske which see- of more 

immediate and practical mlus Ip comprehensible if not 
proper, 

Po long: the Purveyor La doing really 

useful work at o* aa lighthouse building ti e sum allocated 
froifi tl»i> Gup tons rte^enue for ! is reTauTseratloiijWe have at 
leapt no rrr .n to complain of assigned re^mue wastefully 
expended, I rememrbrated with the Authorities last ye t 
fibout urinsf him up p hunters* guide,,end since then he 
haa been kept at important* worn when not engaged on 

purveying, 

a* Mr de In Rue states thet the amount of C stone 
Rernue lost by reason the incomplete demarcation of 
the French Frontier, in Lnsigntfloant. RriiisL fir^ here 
dispute t* is expertion > hut as all parties ere only fuss fl¬ 
ying the controversy lacks critical interest. Ti e reason 
tils boundary 1 should be agreed on soon l %\ at it 
furnishes food for continual friction between Fr noe 

a nr* Liberia , and tl Ip reacts on trade in ro far 
feer of French aggressIon Is said to be at tie bolt 

of the Liberians disinclination to throw open the Interior 
freely to £u^4* vi e enterprise. Further the French are 
alwrys "nibbling* at Liberian territory t thou f h whether 
that Intereels up I do not know, 

*5. It is iv** tlat Franco-Liberian diroutas 
react nnrkedly to our advantage In that bp p ioa ar trouble 
begins the pendulum of Liberian goodwill swings In our 
direction ,and our fins f re no longer harried ,i# can obtain 
the rf peal of bad laws and the passing of good one and so 
cm. Tile "enti-crit,ish" intri <*aam led on 1 ere by the 
Freno i t per) ape i : oonformlt; wi A the French Colonial 

Office 



OtTlop policy n* dt At In at fro- V at -tf the! r Foreign C flop, 
lAkpp little* he^dw&y owinp largely to t! If Pranea-*iithso L n 

iii^iii. 

6* I presume the reneon tie French do not want 
the boundary Fettled Ip that tl ey entert* in hope* of 
aocip day apeorbln^ n goodly Fltoe of ^Iberian territory In 
th» «aat or nouth-eaFt* lie gain much by the delay ,, but 
If It la really the ohx «* of tie oloecd Interior w« loae 
HUOh.too, In the ehap* of potential trade expansion, how 
far feer of the ffrenob Ip at thr bottom of the eloping of 
the Interior difficult to pay *The Idea If new to me, 

and TfBtF on a etpiesent of ^r ^ la hue reported In 
paregrcjll 6 »b. of rsy dee^tah No*l"7 February 17th laet* 

7 m l to ;k up the question j? the a ui;pended purv ey 
work thtP coming .and waf ir.f'*r&fd that it hap of en stopped 
for a cerlid of a lx r.onthr* * I an propping for an explanation 
and hope to furntfh it * - you by tv* next ^all* l may add 
that the turweyor*** l*aw fallp du# f* ✓rtly^ano if he talfep 
It tlifre will no doubt be a further poptpon«Bent. 

I l ove thr honour to dp , 

Hi 

i* 1th great ti u **nd rep ■ ; t 
/our ;n-OFt obedient 
bubble PBryant, 










LT-JSR/l 12.0111 


COlft'IIElTTILL 


lir, 



f'l'i.o. /.T 
P^Q. f!c. 

hwD 4 JAN 1325 


government house, 

SIERRA LEONE. 


3 


January, 19 2b. 


with reference to your Confidential 



letter of the 26th April, 1924, I have the 
honour to tranomt to you herewith a cony of 
a report of the Survey and Lunds Officer on the 
Preliminary Base Hap of the Bepublic of Liberia 



and 


to request you to be so hind as to a proach 


the Chief of the Survey in connexion with jara- 
cra ,h 1 (l), which relates to the only case 
where the boundary i._ incorrectly shown, 

2 * Perhaps you will be so good as to 


inform the Chief of the Survey of the contents of 


any other paragraphs or the report vh±c)\ might 


interest him. 

. , / ****j$J* 

r a At/ ( /;^ %r ' L f * 1 il VJ ^ 1G honour to be, 


ft J / V, ■*. * t s* n 2 * Yo u r mo r t o o e di -■ n t So nr an , 

Ilfi'l - Lf, 4 

yJTQcCc*'-^-^— 

x * 

GovriaraRi bEPury 


KIl 3RITA17KIC IUJjETY'S 


IRGK D'.'JTPAir^Sv 
J~lA. 







% 






: ■ t ^ #S B | . 

I regret it is not poetible to check 
:;r Daves* Preliminary Base Hap with, the Treaty 
maps since the former is on a much smaller scale 
and contains very little detail* 

2, It will Be noticed, however, that the 
references in the bottom left hand corner chow the 
international boundary to be based on the British 
Ordnance Llaps corrected and the Anglo-Liberian 
Boundary Cemission — _-•£ oi 1902 £jid 1913-14. 

5, T ith regard to this I h:ve the following 
observations to ..iake vis* > 

(l) That the boundary at the mouth of the 
Uano Fiver is incorrectly shown. The 
boundary should end at the point marked 
by Beacon 42 established by the Cam- 
mite ion of 1903. This beacon v;ae r e¬ 
locat ed l&a t ye a r* 

(2} That that portion of the boundary 

running F. .. from the junction of the 

rivers llano and llarro to a joint where 

■ 

the latter river is crossed by the 
meridian 13° beet of Parle (i*s*t 
10 c ,39 f . 46*3 11 best of Greenwich) was 
laid down, 1 believe, by the Anglo-li- 
berian Convention of the 21st January, 
1911* The reference wrongly shown is 
based on the 1903 Commission map. It 
i, however, only u small joint* 

(b) That the major portion of the boundary 
lying between the rivers IfQA and l^vC-GWI 


is shown in the references as based on 





the British Ordnance Hans corrected. 

This I take to man the latest edition 

of the sheet concerned, which embodies 

the 1915-14 Conniesion Survey, 

4. 1?ith the exception therefore of the 

Boundary at the mouth of the River llano, I am 

of opinion that the International Boundary 

(Anglo-Li oerianj shown On hr Daves* map is in 

accordance with the various treaties* 

5* Further I cl.: of opinion that the only 

portion of the boundary where doubt c Duld arise 

"us to whether or not a considerable number of 

“email towns vere uctually in Liberia or in the 

t! Protect orate of Sierra Leone" it that portion 

between the rivers 11400*1 and MQRRG. Here the 

boundary is the above mentioned meridian which 

vus set out by the 1905 C ononis si on and marked by 

beacons, some of which may by no\ have disappeared 

(inid*) R.T, 

for D,P.X. 


5,6.1924, 



